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THE ROUND TABLE 113 

BOOST YOUR HOME TOWN! 

The results of our recent "Boost Buffalo" week have been so sat- 
isfactory that we feel eager to share with others what proved to be a most 
excellent plan. I will write only of the part assigned to the high school 
by our superintendent, Mr. Hartwell. He believes that "it is the 
spirit of the people who inhabit a city that determines the future. No 
city whose people consistently look for its desirable features and con- 
stantly and intelligently show their enthusiasm and love for it can fail 
to become a highly desirable place in which to live." 

Through class discussions, oral reports, addresses in assembly, 
posters, newspaper articles, etc., our boys and girls became familiar 
with the advantages of our city. This knowledge was imparted to those 
at home and abroad in the following manner: the pupils of Hutchinson- 
Central High School wrote letters to the editors of all papers in cities 
of a population of 8,000; Masten Park pupils wrote to the presidents 
of the boards of education; South Park to the postmasters; Tech- 
nical to the mayors; and Lafayette to the presidents of the chambers of 
commerce. 

The letters were written on attractive stationery prepared by the 
School Department. Each student wrote with real interest, first, 
because through the class discussions and oral reports he had some- 
thing to write; and, second, because he had someone, other than his 
instructor, to whom to write. Lafayette sent about thirteen hundred 
letters and received about three hundred replies. 

These replies, which were received with delight by the students, 
were read in their several classes by the proud recipients; and after 
this reading, the letters were posted in the corridors, where they were 
eagerly read by faculty, students, and visitors. 

Before the letters were sent, the teachers did some censoring, for 
we did not want it to be known that "Buffalo is at the bottom of the 
Great Lakes"; but we planned to have the letter the student's own, be 
he Freshman or Senior. 

What were some of the results? An increased interest in letter- 
writing, a knowledge of our own and other cities, and a determination 
to be builders of a bigger, better city. As our correspondents have 
intimated, it has also been a plan that has reflected much credit upon our 

city schools. 

Eugenia E. Sage 

Lafayette High School 
Buffalo, N.Y. 



